
WCEF 2025 Accelerator Session
Achieving climate goals through Circularity

15 May 2025

→ Access the recording of the session here

https://youtu.be/VW_XZInCRpM


Housekeeping rules

2

This session will be recorded. Your participation automatically means that you 

grant recording permission. If you do not want to be recorded, please leave the 

session.

The recording will be made available after the session.

Please turn off your camera.

Please mute yourself whilst not speaking.

There will be a possibility to raise questions in the chat which will be shared 

during the session or responded to later.



On the road to COP30: Climate Protection 
through Waste Management Stats

• Waste management and circular economy's 
role as contribution to environmental and 
climate protection

• Today at 3 - 5 pm (BRT) / 8 - 10 pm (CEST)

• Organized by German RETech Partnership 
e.V., BlackForest Solutions GmbH, Reverse 
and Adelphi

WCEF 2025 Accelerator Session by RETech Germany
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Opening Remarks

Petra Schmidt

Head of German Cooperation for Sustainable Development at the 
German Embassy in Brazil
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16-May-25

Call for Action to Accelerate Circularity

Cynthia Córdoba Serrano

Member of the National Parliament, Costa Rica
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Circular Economy and Climate Change in Brazil

Sissi Alves da Silva

Director for Bioindustry and Strategic Health Supplies, 
Brazilian Ministry of Industry
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Relevance of Resource Efficiency and Circular Economy 
for achieving the climate goals at the global level

Inga Wagner

Head of division, German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, 
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

Global Programme Go CircularPage 7 16-May-25



Through link or the QR code, 

please answer some questions:

https://forms.office.com/e/zLycuCeKc3

Now it’s YOUR turn ☺
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https://forms.office.com/e/zLycuCeKc3
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Introduction into global frameworks for achieving climate 
objectives through Circular Economy 

Martin Kerres

Advisor on Circular Economy, GIZ
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Introducing Circular NDC Activity Sheets

15 May 2025
World Circular Economy Forum

Accelerator Session: 
Achieving climate  goals through Circularity



Evidence has shown the relevance of Circular Economy for GHG mitigation
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Ellen MacArthur Foundation 2021

• 45% of global GHG emissions are 

associated with the manufacturing of 

products

• Circular Economy Strategies could help 

to reduce these emissions by on 

average 45% by 2050

• Circle Economy estimates that the 

transition to a Circular Economy and 

waste avoidance could reduce GHG 

emissions by up to 39% by 2032

• IRP (2024) estimates that extraction and 

processing of material resources are 

responsible for 55% of global GHG 

emissions



Step 2.1: GIZ Guidance 
Phase 2  suggests an 

approach for identifying 
and prioritizing circular 

NDC measures through a 
Multi Criteria Analysis.

Step 2.1: The Circular 
NDC Activity Sheets 

describe circular 
measures across sectors 

from the climate 
planning perspective to 

facilitate their 
integration into NDCs.

Step 4.2: The Circular NDC 
Activity Sheets refer to 

relevant IPCC GHG emission 
inventory guidelines 

chapters and worksheets, 
which can be used for 

reporting in BTRs and NIRs.

Four Stages of the Toolbox:
Building Circularity into NDCs
(UNEP, UNDP, UNFCCC)



Objective

• Assist countries in increasing climate ambitions 
through integrating CE activities within their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs)

Target group

• NDC developers

• international climate and CE research and practitioner 
communities

Approach NDC Guidance

• Suggest methodologies for:

1. Identifying circular activities in existing NDCs and

2. Adding new circular activities in the NDC update 
process

Approach Activity Sheets

• Convert circular economy activities into climate change 
jargon/terminology to facilitate integration into 
climate plans, monitoring and reporting

Guidance on Increasing NDC Ambitions through Circular Action 
with Circular NDC Activity Sheets
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Circular NDC Activity Sheets
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Food Loss
Reduction

Food Waste
Reduction

Transition to a 
Plant-Based Diet

Reduction of 
individual space in 

buildings

Repurpose 
Buildings Usages

Use of Substitute 
Cementitious 

Materials (SCMs) 
in cement

Reduction of steel 
use through 

design 
adjustments

Reduction of 
concrete use 

through design 
adjustments

Increased 
longevity of 

buildings
Public Transport

Increased purity of 
recycled 

aluminium

Increase the 
recycling content 

in plastics

Use bio-based 
feedstock for the 

production of 
organic chemicals

Eliminate selected 
plastic products

Ecodesign 
requirements on 

packaging for 
recycling

Increase discarded 
packaging 
recycling 

efficiencies

Ecodesign 
requirements for 

increasing the 
lifetime of textile 

articles

Repair textiles for 
reuse

Anaerobic 
digestion 

including biogas 
generation

Organic waste 
composting

Diverting waste 
from landfilling to 

recycling 
(adaptation)

Wastewater reuse, 
including the 
recovery of 

nutrients (ada)

Awareness 
campaigns on 

sustainable 
consumption

Support for 
circular 

procurement in 
SMEs



Example 1 Circular Activity Sheet CON3 (1/2)
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Example 1 Circular Activity Sheet CON3 (2/2)
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• Recommendation to apply 
NDC Guidance and Activity 
Sheets together with other 
approaches (see UN “Building 
Circularity into NDCs” Toolbox)
based on country needs

• Please reach out to us if you 
are interested in applying the 
Guidance or discussing the 
approach

NDC Guidance and Activity Sheets
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Download the NDC Guidance

Download the Activity Sheets

https://www.giz.de/de/downloads/giz2024-en-study-circular-action-ndc-ambitions.pdf
https://www.giz.de/de/downloads/giz2024-en-circular-activity-sheets-ndc-ambitions.pdf


Through link or the QR code, 

please answer some questions:

https://forms.office.com/e/4JTKkZ3BX8

Now it’s YOUR turn ☺

Global Programme Go CircularPage 19 16-May-25

https://forms.office.com/e/4JTKkZ3BX8
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Other suggestions in the quiz have been:

1) Reuse

2) Batteries and electronics

3) Power of Reuse

4) EPR

5) Transition to larger use of biobased materials

6) Finance



Circularity in Colombia’s NDC

Slendy Díaz

Circular Economy Expert (Colombia)
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Panel Discussion
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Deutsche Gesellschaft für

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Registered offices

Bonn and Eschborn, Germany

Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 32 + 36

53113 Bonn, Germany

T  +49  228  44 60 - 0

F  +49  228  44 60 - 17 66

E  info@giz.de

I   www.giz.de

Dag-Hammarskjöld-Weg 1 - 5

65760 Eschborn, Germany

T  +49  61 96  79 - 0

F  +49  61 96  79 - 11 15
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